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§1. Historical, Archaeological, and Environmental Overviews 

A number of syntheses, including monographs, edited volumes, catalogs, and encyclopedia articles, 
provide important overviews of Jaffa’s historical, archaeological, and cultural significance. 
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§2. Early Encounters 

Before excavations in Jaffa began in 1947, exploration and documentation of Jaffa’s cultural heritage 
consisted almost exclusively of traveler and pilgrim accounts, military records of European powers, and 
the accounts of early explorers in the nineteenth century. 

  

§2.1 Traveler and Pilgrim Accounts 

Extensive accounts of travelers and pilgrims to the Holy Land provide at least some reference to Jaffa. 
The list provided here highlights some of the more poignant accounts. 
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§2.2. Napoleon in Jaffa, 1799 

In addition to histories of Napoleon’s campaigns, a number of references provide a more detailed 
perspective on the history and traditions surrounding Napoleon Bonaparte’s encounter with Jaffa. 
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§2.3. Early Exploration, 1800–1947 

Prior to modern archaeological work, exploration of Jaffa took place against the backdrop of increasing 
interest in the Holy Land. Because Jaffa was predominantly identified as a port of entry, it was of passing 
interest to most scholars, and for this reason, reference to its archaeological and material remains was 
limited. 
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§3. Research History, 1903–2015 

Formal excavations in Jaffa began in 1947 with the work of P. L. O. Guy on behalf of the Israeli 
government and are continued today both as salvage and research excavations conducted by the IAA and 
private institutions. 
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§3.2 Jacob Kaplan and Haya Ritter- Kaplan Excavations (IDAM), 1955-1982 
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§4. The History and Archaeology of Jaffa to 1947 
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